that Herb HieRad HIV. But when
the famed phote@rapher died suddenly,
the media never mentioned it—or
his heroic battle against blindness.
What's wrong with this picture?
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other kids

oy g brother, Rory, n “college” There
v and famibes visiting, too, and | rememiber
» mostly fune 1 was 9—"too young” o be told Rory
ool but in prison

ot the day he

uld come home. AL 9 1 could have used
a big brot He promised he would teach me to throw a Tootball and
fight. T'm sure h Nt it, but the few Limes he was out of prison, he
a drug addiction that bt our famity more than all his

combined. | never got goond al sports—or al forgiving him

bbott Virol F:
A ? Ogy Mld-‘i;:]:fl(‘wm-l-t-J lifetime. Last fall, Anthony Lucenti, a counselor at New York's
www.abbottvirology.com >aie Lorvectional Facility wrote to POZ asking if | would speak at the prison. I'm

way oo
by :d mbu\,\,r. and ‘“”_1“"1- always decline such requests. But this time 1 surprised mysell
>aying yes. Maybe because it would be a good opportunity to put the magazine's

CUmbiVil’ money where its mouth is, Or

i because inmates often need outside support to get the HIY
bt DrL;ﬁntmnanrl.lrenlment the rest of us take for granted. Or, deep down, because of Rory,
www.combivir.com thot {ei {“anmq of our visit I was up at 5 am, in a panic trying o organize my
ﬂTfeIrTh; ':'5” “‘“F} cards. What did 1—a gay white Ivy League graduate—have to

&se guys? 1 panicked even more three hours later, inside Mid-State’s huge
CombOCards gymnasium, facing a

_ crowd of about 150 men, mostly African-American, who all
looked like they could re !

was caught up
sentences

T ally throw a football and fight! What could they get cut of
ey www.combocards.com l1]btenmq to me? The hfﬂ_t speaker, a former inmate turned corrections counselor,
l: 1\‘,;:3321%;';“(1 ”;9'“ with his high-powered, street-talkin' tale of "life outside” with the

P . - wiearly he was one of them. How was 1 gaing to pull this off?
GIHXOSm1thKIIne Jhle Prison choir sang a few uplifting songs, then it was my tum. 1 cleared my throat
iy www.treathiv.com 3[}1 r’egﬁ" talking about POZ—its history, its mission, how it tries to address many
) 888 treat HIV diiterent people united by a common virus. Then 1 talked about how if you have HIV, being
Tey | reat. in care with a doctor is essential—whether or not you take meds. As soon as | directed
lig} my words specific

cally to people with HIV, the men seemed to squirm a bit. 1 realized then
acknowledging there were actual HIVers among us was, for them, really tough.

that

Juven That gave me a little window into what positive prisoners are up against. That's
K e when I started talking more personally about having HIV. 1 didn’t want to make
g WWW.LUIVEN.COM anyone uncomfortable, but after all, HIV was the one thing 1 had in common with
S774658836 at lEaSl some of the men. (True, I once had a brother in prison, but that was a
i lifetime ago.) If T had a chance to connect, HIV would be it T talked about the stigma
E"'.ﬂDDEd up i:; the fear and shame and quilt 1 feel at times. About the importance of
" L Fm £ing open about HIV because lies aren't a recipe for health. About how getting to
: The ;. '€ Settlement where T am today took a long time. About the pleasant surprises 1 got from people 1
[ iance, Inc. confided in. About how you have to have faith. T wrapped up by urging the audience
L to try to make Mid-State a safer, more understanding place for HIVers—whom I
i isalilance.com urged to consider telling their status to one person they could trust.
; 1).8719440 1 think it worked. We had a lively (to say the least) Q&A period. Could someane get

HIV from stepping in an infected person's blood on the floor? (Mo Did 1 think there

s was a government conspiracy to give AIDS to blacks? (No, but..) Did 1 believe in rein-
: il ! . . fection? (Sort of) One inmate asked why no one from the prison's medical staff had
Jiennium hothered to attend the event. (Good point) Finally, one inmate asked me point-blank
k] - he questi a st afraid of: v di 7 d sex, [ said. 1

& Bl(}‘.‘-.‘.;ﬂnﬂlﬂgles, InC. the question I was most afraid of: How did 1 get HIM? From unprotected sex |

couldn't go as far as to say "gay sex,” but I added that drugs and alcohol played a role.
Later, when inmates lined up to get copies of POZ it was their turn to open up
to me. Some quietly confided their positive status, and how keeping it quiet ;dded
to the already huge stress of daily prison life, where privacy is virtually nonexistent.
All T could do was listen.
Smart e Strong' LLC But now T want to say to any of the inmates who showed up for the program that day
www.smartstrong.com ind ar | admire your—our—courage. As for my brother Rary, now out of
I still haven't told him I'm gay or have HIV.
.. T want you to know: More than usual,
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Individual results may vary.

COMBIVIR does not cure HIV infection/AIDS or prevent passing HIV 1o others.
COMBIVIR should be used with other HIV medicines

COMBIVIR is a prescription product for HIV and «

with HIV live longer, healthier lives. COMBIVIR is one tablet, taken Wwice a day, with or without food
COMBIVIR is used in more patients and more major combinatior

Safety Information

= Make sure to see your doctor reqularly because serous si
muscle damage and a decrease in red and white blood cells

= A buildup of lactic acid in the blood and an enlarged liver, including fatal cases, have

heen reported
Low risk of problems with the pancreas in adults and adolescents
frequent side effects are headache, upset stomach, malaise or fatigue, and runny nose

When the time is right for you, ask your doctor about
COMBIVIR in combination with other HIV medicines.

comMmBIV &

10,3 TREAT HIV/Visit www.treatHIV.com % lamivudine-zidovudine;
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What ls COMBIVIAT

COMBIVIF is the brand name of & tablet that combines EPIVI
\nbiats) [ITC7] and AETAOVIA® (sidovudine) Tablets [ZDV], two drugs ¥
used i6 traat HIV (human immunodeficlancy virus). HIV is the virus that o8us
{meequiad immune deficlency syndrome)

How does COMBIVIR work !
COMEVIE i 8 cormbinstion of kemia ke n WV 1) o
It ok (ke anmk g ) w Chrat
o v i’ atlity 10 Kiloct e oels. 1Y iy el o
it “vired koacd™) and raken your DM (T) osll coued Larn
1ogether tan heve stornger
vty of taking larrdaios ared sicknies COMENR should
UV therngry
Will COMBIVIR work the same as EPIVIR and RETROVIR taken fogether?
Tisking ane COMBIVIF Tabilet twios a day is the same as taking ona EPIVIF 150 mg Tablet
I @ ciy At sither two FETROVIF 100 mg Capsules fives lines a day of oné
FIETROVIR 300 mg Tabiet twice & day

Now should | lake COMBIVIA?

Tk DOMEIVIF s your doctor prescribes 1 The reconiner
Tabdat crally two times & day, with of withot food To bl
COMBIVIEL you st ol skip doses of fake “huy hodays

What should | do If | miss a dose of COMBIVIR?

W you s @ s by ioee than 4 hours, wall and then take the nas ¢
sohednd fime. However, Il you fise a dose by leas than 4 hours, fs
Fnraciataly. Then lake your nexd dose at the regulary schedlad tine Do ot
s fhians youn presorted dose of COMBIVIF at any one flime
Does COMBIVIR pure HIV Infection or AIDS?
o, thare s not & our for HIV infection or AIDS. People taking COMBIVIF
irteestions or ot inesses assooiated wilh HIV Beca :
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| Do nort take COMBVIA a1 the sarme time as EPVIF o BIETROVIE, o
sulfte/larminuhon/sickeiding), because they miso contalr (s )

{
:mmu ehorsitng with EPIVIF pilus RETROVIF, rather than ©

& A i uncer 12 yaars of age
L "’Wﬂlﬂm racuives diage adjustments ous 1o dnig side oliets o

W o) mes 68 yants of age o ovs, oon

“ , outisull your beaithoans prof
o o v, Hz:yu anied heart, aboit other iinessas you tmay o i
other madial you iy b taking. It ls possitle that the dosage may e

or conditions should | dlspuss wiy
what medical P b ™ my oany,,
,,.'de wry

iRt b laken Wi ottver medications?
L tnacioat

What are the possible sidde effocts of COMBIVIRT

(o ot raly o1 1S 8

e
A GO

e saety

RAETACVIR giver

Fer M- irlctad

otur In your fat

ol

adjustadl; your «
COMBVIA

i dhootor ¢
o Although it 1

Tl

Safely Information

Make sure 1o see your doctor regularly, because e
ocour, such as muscle damage and a decrease in red and white blood cells,
A bulldup of ackd in the blood, and an enlarged liver, including fatal ca
have been seen. The most requant side effects are headache, upset stomach,

s sitde oflects can

malaise or fatigue, and runny nose.

Other Information
This medication is preseribed for a partioular condition. Do not use It Tor any other
oondition or give Il 1o anybody else. Keep COMBIVIR and all medicines oul of the

rench of children,

How should | slore COMBIVIR Tablels?
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SUPERHERD without
Faster than a
I'm

3t |

AM A
cUpErpowers

fing bullet? No mold ar

e a man of rubber than | HIV and
el My gift? Free con against
i 1 distribute {5,000 | that co

ooms, whic
ince November 2001 to gay | vide b
.‘m\“ inmates at Los Angeles | than t
County jail, For th guys face | and (
i o olusive and insidious

snemy mor
an Bk @ Green Goblin

than
i {f youfre a man arrested in LA, | appro:
nid you choost to disclose that you | Incr
. Jill be segregated (for | Sylla,

s gay, you W
are 9 of four

your L,,.,rwhnm into one
parracks JAyle dormitories llmlr!mu Education and Law
about 100 inmates eac h. C'mon in Project), o, well, help
It’s damp, crov noisy and | It made sense that
smelly w el happens in | they asked us, be

{ the two guys | cause we've long had a

Yol

here -
cuddling 1t m line or fry | resp
those whe wl away | tionship with jail staff
with “tent nke with a Sure, there are rubber
blanket for i rules: Don't take condomns out
Yould b ume | of the housing unit. Dot leave
that pris sme for | condoms on the floor o in laundry
protectio e, HIV, | Don't flush condoms down the toi
They doi trictly | let. And here’s the clincher: Don't
IJ‘“|”'”|‘ tionwide get caught having sex Correct
What's ny s tised Ah, yes. You can have a glove, but
1o strang | korbe | its a crime to use it. This is why the
¢ | flung. Sheriff's Department needs us to | collect (

filled woith |

SHOW AND TELL

SUFFERING FOOLS

What's the silliest thing anyone’s
virus? HIVers recall run-ins with some real Apri

“After 1 learned
1 was positive in
06, o coworker
said, ‘1 thought
1 f you were smarter
k - than that!" For
her insensitivity, | presented her
with the Leona Helmsley/Dr.
Laura Bitch Slap! Award.”

—Ciregory Webber,
Knoxville, Tennessee

“A cletk in a
pharmacy  said,
‘My new hair
dresser is a man,
and 1 think he's
pay. Aren't all

way men infected? 1 looked her up

and down and said, ‘Honey, your

harir Tooks great, and il you aren't |

dom Man! ¢

ached my partner

HELP (Corrections HIV

05 Angeles’ progressive
Leroy Baca, broke the

v decided that the risk of
§ STDs outweighed the rule
s having sex—and

inmate
ndoms might pro
etter protection
he latex gloves
Jorn Nuts bags
were reduced

His staff

ime-fighting, Mary

director of Correct

ectful working rela

id to you about the
ll“l!i

sleeping with him, don't worry.”
Nate Klarfeld,
Wilton Manors, Florida

Nhen | told a
friend | was pos
he said 1
i

wled,

sedd because

1 have

Chad Conley,

r, Canada

EEREE | wos starting 1o
‘ % el u friend about

¥ drug-resistance

testing, and he
waid, “They can
rest for that? If

L

th
in

¢

i

walk into their dorm and hear
them shout out my name. Who am |, [
you ask? 1 am Condom Man!

Prisoners nationwide can contact

West Hollywood, CA 90046;
ar call the

U

pass ot the con NEWS
dorms. We also have COMMUNITY
the lovely task of ARTS
collecting the used
items, placed by ACTIVISM
the inmates in a spe PREVENTION
clally designed ohazard
conmainer t'-w\‘ no, Im- il

il count them, bt
anks for asking!
Each week, | swing

to the jail 1o diperse

w magic. The inmates
et up, get a dolop of
HIV information—and
a condom. Every now BRIEFS
and then someone says, + MILESTONES:

I'm a st I'N need POZ congratulates
five” Sorry, quys. For two of our colum
o, its one per week nists on getting

Giving a lifesaving engaged (but not to
device to people who each other): River
wrer(t allowed to use 7 [t Huston weds
1 my blessing. It s my Duncan Mackenzie

urse, But it feels great to

Glenn Gaylord,

Education Director, Correct HELP

Coa

HELP: PO Box 46276, ane
HIV Inmate Hotline

323.822.3838)

term as WHO head
peaple would resist more often,
there'd be a lot fewer cases of
AIDS, don't you think?”

Maryann Sinnott,
Fdison, New Jersey

“A college stu-

dent asked me,
‘Can | get HIV
from kissing @
stripper’s butt?”
. River Huston,
pper Black Eddy, Pennsylvania

‘A guy once
asked if 1 could
feel the HIV
running around
inside my body
No kidding! 1t

es how dil

ws me sometl
ntly people view HIV from
iy other chronic illnesses

i
the mi
out there.”

Jush Semerjian,
Washington

Jash Sparber and Karyreth Williams

PLANET

Dunn on June 28,

Shawn Decker i to

Living With HIV

Liza Minnelli its first
International Hero
Awiard. Gro Harlem
Brundtland, MD, will

narry longtime
honey Gwenn
Barringer in
2004 _the UK
alition of People

4 ALDS awarded
the also-married

end her five-year

in July. South
Korea's TB expert
Jong-Wook Lee,
MD, will succeed
her. 17-year-old
activist Ineudira
Barbosa of
Cambridge,
Massachussetts,
wion the 525000
MTV- and
LIFEbeat-sponsored
Lisa "Left Eye’
Lopes AIDS
Scholarship.

Andrew Kruzich, 55,

y federal grant-giver
who worked to
mprove HIV treat
wceess in the
died of AIDS
January 2...Tony
nner, Gimme a
Break! star and
ALDS advocate Nell
Carter died January
23 of diabetes.

Suzy Martin




