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Yet that may never happen. America remains

ely ignorant about the nuances of the epidemic, but

watching Magic Johnson play major-league basketball has
given us a deeper understanding about the possibilities of
life with AIDS. No other person with HIV has driven home

that point so clearly; Johnson does it every working day

followed the Lakers on a road trip to Sacramento
and Phoenix because I wanted 1o talk to Johnson
myself. I'd long been wondering what had hap-
3 pened to his public support for the fight against

AIDS, support that started with such fanfare on that
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Jle contribution in the battle again

quite the role some wanted him to
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talk about condoms and contributions
activists rejoiced. He put a human fac
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Do You Believe in Magic?

Magic Johnson doesn’t want to talk about AIDS.
Yet he has changed forever the way America sees people with HIV

public situations, a forthright and a caring man, Johnson
seemed ideally suited to do exactly that kind of moral
heavy lifting

Instead, his activism has faded into the shadows. He has
moved from project to project during the past four years,
opening a successful movie theater amid much fanfare
South Central Los Angeles and organizing a touring b-”’
ketball team, adopting a second child with his wife, ('.n()llxl('-
coaching the Lakers for the end of one season, expanding
his movie business into other cities and, fin announcing
his return to the NBA last January. According o the :l"_(‘fa'
tion of his public time, AIDS has been the forgotten |tep!
on his agenda. In a recently published 245-line article 18
USA Today that Johnson wrote, he mentiont A[DS once.

That made me wonder how AIDS activisis regaf
Johnson, the most famous PWA in the world, 50 I cal
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